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This Community Plan aims to unify Coomba and district residents in achieving our community vision
and will be used to encourage support from government, funding bodies and other organisations, as
well as fostering a sense of ambition, pride and accomplishment throughout the community. The
Plan forms a roadmap and template forward supported by the greater majority, a shared view so we
are all pulling together – stronger than as individuals, a community that has achieved great results
through volunteering and sharing aspirations.
The plan was developed by the local community, with the support of MidCoast Council, through a
series of facilitated and informal activities.
Prior to completion of this plan a final draft was circulated to all Coomba residences for comment.
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History
The Worimi are the traditional owners of the area and continue to
have a special connection with the Aboriginal cultural sites that exist
in the area.
European settlement of the area dates from 1826, initially for the
purpose of grazing which from the mid 1800’s progressed into the
establishment of farming, timber and fishing industries. The Coomba
Community grew steadily into the next century, as documented in
“We Built a Village”, a book commissioned by Coomba & District
Progress Association detailing folk history of the area.
In the 1960’s, Sydney property developer Charles H. Degotardi, had
grand plans drafted for “Australia’s Rarest Tourist Land
Development” at Coomba Park. While Degotardi’s visions had some
impact on the growth of the area, the grand development of
Coomba never reached full potential.

The image above shows extract from a 1960’s
promotional brochure produced for Sydney
property developer, Charles H. Degotardi

Over the years as the population slowly grew, the Coomba area gave birth to a community of active
volunteers who established much of the infrastructure that exists within the village today.
The dream of 6,000 house lots failed as Council refused to allow further lots to be opened up until
existing plots were developed and populated; the village was never “finished”; the section one
sub-division was not allowed by Council to “in-fill” with the second section, leaving the village
“disconnected”. There are 261 houses in Coomba Park (2016 ABS Census).

Population
NSW & Australia, when age is broken into 5 year increments, has a flat age profile with very even
distribution from birth to age 65; where after it falls as nature takes its toll.
Coomba Park however, has peaks as shown in the graph below: -
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The proportion of young people rises matching the increase of the 35-45 age group. This is
young families that are a growing part of the Coomba Community; two full school buses now
ferry the children to the various schools each morning & afternoon.



Our aging population is almost three times the State and National average, rising to 14% of the
population distribution in the 65-69 bracket while the rest of Australia is falling below 5%, and
trending down.



Our Medium age is 58, NSW & Australia are 38 – on average we are 20 years older than the rest
of Australia.

Our Community Plan focuses on these two primary demographics, the desire to retain the young,
and the need to have infrastructure, facilities and services that overcome the remote location and
allow the older population to remain in Coomba.

SEIFA – Advantage & Disadvantage (Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas)
The Village of Coomba Park contains three quarters of our residents, with many of the aging
population on low fixed incomes; the remaining 25% are on acres reflecting the choice for hobby
farms and lifestyle blocks. The 2016 ABS SEIFA value of Socio Economic Advantage – Disadvantage
highlights the differences, the fixed income dependent village at 854 Vs the proportionally more
advantaged self-funded population on the acreages.
SEIFA (Advantage - Disadvantage ABS 2106)

Populations (ABS 2106)
% of District Population
SEIFA (Adv-Disad ABS 2106)
Percentile in NSW

Coomba Park
625
73%
854
4

Coomba Bay
123
14%
962
32

Shallow Bay
44
5%
962
32

Our District of
Coomba
Whoota
68
860
8%
1013
912
58
13

By these measure, the village is in the lowest 4% of the State, and our district in the bottom 13%.
Coomba lacks commercial services, we have a small general store with 52 sq mtrs of shop floor
space 28 for food, drinks & frozen goods, and 24 for alcohol which has a higher gross profit. This
shop is complimented by three petrol/diesel bowsers.
Everything is a drive, it’s just how far. The nearest Day Care is 20 minutes drive, primary school 30
minutes, the High School Bus takes an hour. Shops and Supermarkets are 45 minutes each way.
A Remote Village
Distance Coomba To:-

Forster
45 km

42 Min

Manning Base Hospital - Taree
80 km
1hr 15 min

John Hunter Hospital - Newcastle
155 km
2 hrs

We are proud and own, or strive with mortgages to own, our homes. In Coomba Village 86% of the
261 residences fall into this category, only 14% are rented. Outside the village the ratio of
ownership approximates 95%. Nationally home ownership is around 65%.
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Our Community Today
Coomba Park and environs, with a population of about 860,
comprises Coomba Park village, Coomba Bay, Shallow Bay and
Whoota. It is situated on the southern shores of Wallis Lake
with rural aspects and beaches nearby. It provides a quiet and
slower paced lifestyle whilst still being in reasonable driving
distance to cities such as Port Macquarie, Newcastle and
Sydney and the services they offer.
The Coomba district has a mixed population of retirees, people
on small rural holdings and a village of some 470 residents.
The affordability of property is attractive to all ages and
socio-economic groups, retirees and young families alike.
Coomba is increasingly popular as a tourist holiday destination,
while about 14% of houses in the village provide affordable, more permanent rental accommodation.
A small number of residents are self-employed locally while others are employed outside the area. A
significant proportion of working age residents are on minimal incomes, including Centrelink
benefits of some kind.
Coomba Park is a 40 minute bus ride for approximately 40 pre-school and primary age children who
attend Pacific Palms Primary School and local pre-schools. There are about the same number of
students who attend high school in Forster, Tuncurry or Taree, roughly an hour away by bus.
However, it is the retirees who currently form the majority of the Coomba community with the 50 –
80 year olds representing 64% of the total population. It is mainly this group, through volunteering,
which provides the drive and energy to support (via the Coomba and District Progress Association,
CDPA), some 20 different interest groups from a tennis club, choir, a sustainability interest group to
an after school program for primary age students. You will not be bored! The CDPA provides a
formal structure to support the continuing development of Coomba Park village and the surrounding
district. It works with the community and the local council to facilitate the implementation of the
strategies within this plan.
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Our Vision and Statement of Purpose
The community of Coomba will work in collaboration with our partners, Mid Coast Council and NSW
State Government; encouraging participation, valuing contribution and embracing differences. We
have achieved this by building on our strengths, being inspired by our imagination and proud history,
creating and pursuing opportunities and staying connected through our shared values.

What We Value
The community has conducted several workshops and determined what our community values.
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Our Key Priorities
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Medical services, health and ageing support
Maintaining village character while preserving natural habitat and indigenous heritage
Facilitate community access to the environment in a sustainable manner
Improve lake access whilst preserving the foreshore
Community communication, transport and connectedness with surrounding areas
Tourism, including eco-tourism, overnighters, short stays
Expand recreational facilities

Explanation of Our Key Priorities
The following tables itemises the projects that are underway or are held as priorities by the
community. There will be new projects going forward as Coomba grows
This plan is a result of consultation with the whole community. A draft was circulated to every home
in the area and changes made to meet community wishes.
The major unifying factor for nearly all residents of the District is the preservation of the
environment. As you travel around the area there is a pervading aspect of improvement. Many
older properties are being upgraded and a great many vacant blocks of land have recently been sold.
New homes are under construction throughout the District but predominately in Coomba Park.
The appeal of the district is the comparatively low cost of property combined with the scenic beauty
and natural surrounds. This combined with a strong community spirit of volunteering has created
the services and facilities that exists and enabled the district to grow.
The great disadvantage that has affected the District is its isolation which manifests itself, for
example, in the lack of medical services and infrequent transport to Forster.
This plan is an attempt to establish an initial set of community objectives that will lead to solving
some of our problems without changing the character of the district.

Our Strategic Plan
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Objective 1. Health, wellbeing, safety and ageing in place
What
Attract visiting
medical and health
support services

Link to
values
Health &
wellbeing

How (preserve, improve, create)
Work with Government including MidCoast
Community Health Services for visiting medical
services.

Who
(lead)
Progress
Association

Potential Partners

Priority

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

Timeframe

(Short/Medium
/Long)

MidCoast Community
Health
Hunter Health

Meet with neighbouring communities and develop
a collaborative approach.

Private health care &
support providers
Neighbouring Villages

Upgrade or replace
Helipad

Health &
wellbeing
Safety &
Security

Improve safety and
condition of all
roads in Coomba
District

Safety &
Security

Meet with government agencies including
MidCoast Council and Helicopter Service providers
to upgrade or replace a helipad within the village
precinct

Progress
Association

Improve road conditions on all roads such as
Coomba Rd, Shallow Bay Rd and Burraneer Rd:

Road
Safety
Committee



Install lay-bys on Coomba Rd to allow safe
passing



Reduce speed limit on Shallow Bay Rd to 60kph
from current 80kph



Resheet to raise Burraneer Rd at 3.5 to 4km
distance from Coomba Rd to reduce flooding



Tar seal and improve drainage on Burraneer
Rd, Attunga Pl, Aroona St & Shallow Bay Rd

Coomba Community Plan – Strategies
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What
Improve safety and
condition of all
roads in Coomba
District cont...

Link to
values
Safety &
security

How (preserve, improve, create)
Upgrade the emergency access road, Werribi St,
from Burraneer Rd to Shallow Bay Rd to a full
service fire trail
Bring the village together by installing a 1km
foot/bike ‘’all access’’ path between the two
sections.

Who
(lead)
Road
Safety
Committee

Potential Partners

Priority

Timeframe

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

(Short/Medium
/Long)

MidCoast Council Road
Safety Officer

Traffic Advisory
Committee

Annual road monitoring strategies to measure
statistics on road usage and vehicle speed on
Coomba District roads.
Frequent and regular automated driver awareness
signage
Partner with council by including a Coomba
community representative on Traffic Advisory
Committee
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Objective 2. Community Facilities
What
Upgrade Tidal Pool
Precinct

Link to
values
Access to
water
activities

How (preserve, improve, create)
Revise the two existing plan of managements for
foreshore reserve and pool reserve (Lot 7007
DP1075725 & 708 of DP1075608) and integrate
them into a single document – including the
following items:

Who
(lead)

Potential Partners

Tidal Pool
Committee

MCC Mgr S,R&T

Future
precinct
committee
TBA

MCC Mgr S,R&T

Priority

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

Timeframe

(Short/Medium
/Long)

Progress Association

a) Pool perimeter netting support structure to
floating pontoons
b) Increase depth & remove weed growth
c) Remove coffee rock ledge near the shoreline
d) Recommence annual renourishment of sand
e) Improve/provide sunshade
f)

Relocate two volunteer storage sheds from
pool foreshore area to more central off leash
dog reserve
g) Install all access septic toilet & changeroom
facility – a safety initiative to avoid children
crossing busy launching ramp to access toilets.
h) Install disabled parking at entrance to pool &
upgrade footpath to all access
i) MCC acquire 430sqm of property adjacent to
pool to reflect existing use.
Improve off leash
dog reserve
(Lot 13 of DP216499)

Community
Connection

Install a pet proof perimeter fence around the
existing off leash area to ensure safety of all
animals and avoid motor vehicle collisions.
Install two covered picnic tables to allow owners to
relax while dogs play.
Install a pet challenging activity play area
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What
Maintain and
upgrade the Civic
Centre precinct
Lot 13 DP263471

Link to
values
Community
connection

How (preserve, improve, create)
Partner with council and consult with community
to update and implement the existing civic centre
precinct plan including the following:
a) Main carpark – enlarge & level, improve
drainage, tar seal & include disabled parking

Who
(lead)
Future
precinct
committee
TBA

Potential Partners

Priority

Timeframe

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

(Short/Medium
/Long)

MCC Mgr S,R&T

b) Improve access to Moorooba Rd for improved
safety
c) Drainage upgrade for entire reserve to
accommodate planned usage
d) Install signage highlighting facilities in reserve
e) Install a perimeter fence around the precinct
f)

Install security cameras

g) Install multi-use court (netball/basketball/volleyball etc)
h) Replace watertanks at hall
i)

Extend the hall verandah

j)

Replace skateramp

k) Install contemplative area / Chapel
l)

Replace tennis court fencing

m) Install LED flood lights at tennis court
n) Make precinct accessible for people with
disabilities
o) Concrete access & turning area at Coomba RFS
to allow fully laden fire trucks to manoeuvre in
confined space
p) Concrete ramp driveway to Men’s shed
q) Expand precinct by council acquisition of land
(part Lot 12 of DP263471) at top of Tallawarra
Street for future growth & community use
Coomba Community Plan – Strategies
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What

Link to
values

Improve Memorial
Hill

Community
Connection

(Lot 261 of
DP216499)

How (preserve, improve, create)

Who
(lead)

Create and action a plan of management for the
Memorial/Cenotaph Reserve incorporating:

Future
precinct

a) Improved access including ‘’all access’’ to the
reserve
b) Install perimeter bollards to stop unauthorised
vehicles from entering reserve
c) Improve access & visibility from Moorooba Rd

committee
TBA

Potential Partners

Priority

Timeframe

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

(Short/Medium
/Long)

MCC Mgr S,R&T

d) Install disabled parking near to Cenotaph
e) Install additional flag pole for use on special
occasions, primarily for use by Aboriginal flag
f) Install signpost directing public to reserve
Develop foreshore
amenities

Water
activities

Extend existing walkway southeast through to the
Aquatic Gardens inclusive of a boardwalk through
wetlands connecting all three reserves.

Future
precinct
committee

MCC Mgr S,R&T

Health &
Wellbeing

Provision of rubbish bins and cigarette butt-out
containers at key strategic points

TBA

MCC Mgr Natural
Systems

Health &
Wellbeing

Install additional fitness equipment along the
foreshore walkway

Progress
Association

Community
connection

In conjunction with Indigenous community develop
an interpretive walk

Safety &
security

Install a floating finger wharf next to launching
ramp in Coomba Park Village.
Rebuild or replace the launching ramp to be safe
and fit for purpose

Coomba Community Plan – Strategies

Page 12 of 17

Revised June 2018
What
Develop Aquatic
Gardens facilities

Link to
values
Access to
water
activities

How (preserve, improve, create)
Continue implementation of current plan of
management to improve Aquatic Gardens are and
wetlands including the following:

Who
(lead)
Aquatic
Club

Potential Partners

Priority

Timeframe

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

(Short/Medium
/Long)

MCC Mgr S,R&T

a) Club room 100sqm – stage 2 of CAC DA
b) Install drainage swale - stage 2 of CAC DA
c) Tar seal of road & carparking area – stage 2
of CAC DA
d) Build kitchen & toilets – stage 3 of CAC DA
e) Upgrade launching ramp – convert to
passive hand launch use only
f) Boardwalk across wetland linking existing
foreshore walk with adjoining path – all
access
g) Install electricity to the CAC site
h) Replace wooden jetty on northern side –
all access
i) Install contemplative educational area for
Aboriginal awareness – all access
j)

Relocate & improve signage highlighting
the reserve, walking trails and boardwalk
including directional signs, distance &
access rating
k) Install fence to eliminate feral animals,
particularly deer, from damaging area
l)

Coomba Community Plan – Strategies
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Objective 3. Tourism
What
Improve the off
road parking area
near the children's
playground

Link to
values
Safety &
Security

How (preserve, improve, create)

Who
(lead)

Expand parking near the playground as per
Foreshore Precinct Plan

Potential Partners

Priority

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

Timeframe

(Short/Medium
/Long)

MCC Mgr S,R&T

Install stairs and ‘’all access’’ into the reserve from
the parking area
Install an additional activity in existing playground
ie rockinghorse

Improve access to
the lake for fishing,
light sailing craft
and kayaks

Water
access

Work with council to provide:

MCC Mgr S,R&T

a) Finger jetty next to launch ramp

Dept. of Fisheries
RMS

b) Dinghy storage racks
c) Extend launching ramp (deeper water)
d) Install fishing platforms off the foreshore walk

Develop key events
to attract visitors
and tourists

Uniqueness

Continue to develop the local events such as
CoombaFest Australia Day event, Melbourne Cup
Day event, Annual Ball and Biggest Morning Tea

Community
Groups

Develop a marketing plan and material to
encourage additional community and tourist
events, emphasising locality features

Community

Coomba Community Plan – Strategies
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Objective 4. Community Connections
What
Expand facilities
within the
community hall

Link to
values
Community
connection

How (preserve, improve, create)
Renovations to include:






Enlarge the verandah area of the hall
Replace floor of existing verandah
Expand kitchen and its facilities to commercial
standard
Install weatherproof café blinds & screens on
verandah
Refurbish toilet facilities

Who
(lead)
Hall
committee

Potential Partners

Priority

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

Timeframe

(Short/Medium
/Long)

MidCoast Council
Progress Association
Sunday Brunch Café
Committee
ASHOW

Coomba
Connections

Community
connection

Continue producing regular community newsletter
with Coomba News and Events and expand
distribution via electronic media to all residents.

Progress
Assn

Volunteering

Community
connection

Continue our innovative and very productive
volunteer activities.

Progress
Assn

MidCoast Halls Network

Provide community
support

Health &
wellbeing

Provide "community care" program of volunteers
to assist community members as required with:
Telephone support; shopping assistance; meal
provision; pet care; transport

Progress
Assn

RFS
Progress Association
Volunteers

Community
Transport

Community
Connection

Improve transport options in and out of Coomba,
suitable for disability access

Progress
Assn

Coomba & District Senior
Citizens Assoc.

MidCoast Council CDO

Acquire a larger Coomba Community bus with
facilities for disability access
Aged Care Facility

Health &
Wellbeing

Attract development of aged care facility to Coomba
District that fits with the village atmosphere
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Objective 5. Environment
What
Raise community
awareness of the
value of our unique
natural
environment

Link to
values

How (preserve, improve, create)

Who
(lead)

Potential Partners

Priority

(Vital/Important
/Desirable)

Timeframe

(Short/Medium
/Long)

Environment Use the local community newsletter to highlight
& natural
positive news stories about environmental
beauty
preservation and the health and economic benefits.
Invite Council's weeds officer to provide
community information sessions on weed control
Forster Local Aboriginal Land Council (FLALC) input
for the creation of an interpretive walk with
signage explaining aboriginal heritage
Educational signage explaining unique areas such
as the Milk Wharf and Memorial Hill.

Preserve the village
atmosphere
through planning
controls

Environment Participate in council’s engagement processes to
& natural
influence strategic planning documents regarding
beauty
 zoning
Uniqueness
 water and sewerage
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